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Old-Time Religion and The

Good News

In most religious traditions,
the earliest forms of religion
focus heavily on guilt, sacrifice,
and punishment. They are fear
and retribution based, as if the
people needed to fear and
appease an angry God. You can
see this clearly enough in the

The Bible is largely the
story of the unfolding of God’s
love and His attempt to commu-
nicate to His people that He
loves them and desires mercy
and compassion on their part,
rather than bloody sacrifice.
Many early Christians were

early books of the
Old Testament,
where the early
Israelites were con-
cerned with the
nuances of how to
perform their sacri-
fices properly in
order to please a
God who seemed
very much like an
angry father. But

mostly vegetarians
because most of
the meat had been
sacrificed to one
God or another,
and these early
Christians realized
that this was not
the path of mercy
that God wanted
them to follow.
Why there was

then, between 800-500 B.C.
there is a radical shift in almost
all religions toward a focus on
love, compassion, and mercy.
We see this in the writings of the
Old Testament prophets such as
Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, who
speak for a God who says, 1
desire steadfast love and not sac-
rifice, the knowledge of God,
rather than burnt offerings.
(Hosea 6.6)

this radical shift in almost all
religions isn’t entirely clear, but
the fact remains that the New
Religion, the Good News, as it
were, turns sharply to focus on
love, compassion, and mercy,
instead of fear and guilt.

And if you had known what
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and
not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned the guiltless.

---Matthew 12:7

Announcements, thank yous,
invitations and other stuff

<> PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: If
Pastor Bakke cannot be reached on
his office phone, his cell phone
number is: 320-444-6159.

Thank You

<> DEAR NORDLAND FAMILY: |
wish to thank you all for the cards
and memorials given to me after
the death of my sister Edna, and to
all those who attended the visita-
tion and the funeral. I sure appre-
ciated it all. Thanks to Marlys
Pearson for bringing me a huge
tray of delicious treats. God’s
blessings to all...

-Lena Hagen

<> DEAR NORDLAND FAMILY: |
would like to thank every one who
came to my 70th birthday/ retire-
ment party. Also for the cards and

gifts I received. God bless.
---Doug Haagenson

<> GRATEFUL FOR SUPPORT: We’d
like to express how grateful we are
to have had the love and support
of our wonderful Nordland Church
family these past five and one-half
years. Our world was turned
upside down the day the doctor
told Vince ‘you have cancer.” But
God has worked a miracle through

the surgeons and the treatments
and now Vince has been cancer
free for five years. We are so
thankful for that. Your prayers,
friendship and helpfulness through
these years will never be forgotten.
Thank you so much.

--Vince and Vicki Jenniges
<> DEAR NORDLAND FAMILY: We
thank you all for your prayers,
concerns and messages of comfort
we received at the time of the
death of Veronica Jans, our sister
and aunt.

The Christensons
and Spaeths

Announcements
< No MEN ALLOWED!: Women
from grandmothers to young girls
this is important for YOU! A self-
defense class will be held on
March 4, 7 p.m. in the Nordland
Fellowship Hall. A local woman
police officer will lead the session
with important information regard-
ing our safety. Please mark this
time and date on your calendar!!!!
It’s important—as we’ve all heard
many times: Knowledge is power.
Sponsored by the congregational
life committee.
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UPER SUNDAYS
i/

The last Sunday of every month in 2010 will

be SUPER SUNDAY!

Please bring items to church and put in our RED WAGON on
those Sundays. Items will be for our local help agencies like
the Paynesville Community Center, The Link and The Care

Pantry located in Spicer at Hope Presbyterian Church.

This month [Feb. 2010] Super Sunday will be the 28, the last day of the
month, our needs are for NON-FOOD ITEMS. Such as: diapers, toilet

paper, paper towels, shampoo, soap for dishes and laundry and babies!

A RED WAGON will be in the church lobby and will replace
the shopping cart. This program is brought to you by the
Congregational Life Board.
Thank Your For YOUR Support!

Shadow and sunshine,
clouds, then blue skies ...
Soft new grass carpet under-
foot lies ... Flowers a-bloom-
ing, budding green leaves ...
Bees making honey birds
nests near the eaves ... All
signs of promise springs on
the way... Ready to welcome
a bright Easter Day.
—Emma E. Kinne

Deb Stulen
Desiree Andrews
Rachel Fuchs
Justin Christle
Susan Pederson
Carol Simonson
Gloria Hassinger

SN L

John Buermann, Sr.

Terry Porter

. Kyle Drange

Tyler Beck

8. Jan Peterson

9. Shawn Clark

10. Doris Olson
Taylor Stulen
Annabel Ball

11. Dan Deadrick

Viola Nelson
Driste

=

Becky Culbertson

12. Joyce Hislop

13. Audrey Stulen
Cindy Fletcher

16. Karley Stulen

17. Bruce Nokleby

18. Karli Wendlandt
Nikki Beck
Terryn Lundgren

19.Bob & Cathy
Lounsbury

20. Jeremy Palmer
Joseph Christenson
Stephen & Diane
Rivard

21. Pat Nokleby
Irik Anderson
Yvette Lounsbury
Naomi Bork

Tom Hiltner
22. Melissa Shepard
23.Robin Anderson
27.Elizabeth
McCarney
Krysta Romeling
Allen Gilbertson
28. Cheryl Haas
29. Randall Simonson
30. Kason Olson
Kristin Clark
Loren Pearson
Susan & Matt
Nelson
Wayne Steffensen
Bruce Bork
31.Mariah Larson
Emma Olson

March Serving Group

MARCH CHAIRS:

*Ron & Esther Lunz

*Bruce & Pat Nokleby
W&C=Means to serve and to
bring three dozen cookies.
Start coffee water at 8 a.m.
C=Means to bring three dozen
cookies, arrive at 9 a.m. but
you don’t serve.

March 7
W&C=Dorothy
Hendrickson
W&C=Mary Woods
C=Scott & Rita Mahn

C=Gladys & Howard
Powers

March 14
W&C=Jeb & Amy Johnson
W&C=Deb Friedrichs
C=Eleanor Nepsund
C=Lisa & Brad Dahmes

March 21
W&C=Mike McNab
W&C=Paul Gaebe
C=ReNae Martinson
C=Esther Lunz

March 28
W&C=Judy Deadrick
W&C=Peg & Dave Moline

C=Connie Hemingson
C=Carol Simonson

Each person please bring
three dozen cookies.

Servers be sure to have cof-

fee ready by 9 a.m.
Fellowship runs 9:15-
10:15. Thank you for serv-
ing. Please be willing to
either donate or help if
you are called on.

*Bruce & Elaine Bork
*Harlow & Donna
Johnson
schedule in the Winds box
by March 15
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

For the second year, the
NLCW is silently extending our
hand in Christ’s name to a family in
need through the Paynesville
Community Service Center. We don’t
know the name of this family: like-
wise they don’t know who their
“heavenly angels” are. Our contribu-

Community Service Center offers these
suggestions: gently used videos and
games, hair driers, shoes, and household
items such as sheets, towels and kitchen-
ware. Frozen foods, canned goods and
postage stamps are always welcome, as
well as gift cards to gas stations, ALCO,
or the grocery or drug store. If you are

tions in 2009 were very much ﬁ interested in sharing, as we continue

appreciated by our “Heavenly ¥
Family.” We graciously thank every- #*

one who joined with us for our

first year of faithful giving.

And, so, with the start

NN AL

of 2070 we are again asking A"

that, as you clean closets and need to dis-
pose of outsized or unwanted clothing,
coats, boots, etc. you think of how these
items might help this family fill their
comfort needs. Additionally, the

~_to open our hearts and anonymous-

, \ Wiy spread God's love to a family in
N * need, please contact Avie Hunt at

11320-276-8863. Avie is the coordi-

w + nator for this heavenly random act

of kindness and will be more than
happy to give you additional informa-
tion or suggestions.
Please remember your help does
make a difference. We join our Family
of God in saying thank you, thank you!

SHIABIE YWDWIR GRS ANID
VNN S SR TIROUIRSYOUE

Pick up a form from the usher’s bench at church,
fill out and return to the same basket. Some of the

needs are: prayer for our youth, help in organizing

events, donating food, games, treats, cookware,

funds for large group activities and IDEAS! IDEAS!
DEAS! Contact Colleen McNab for more information.

Who are they and what do they do?

Altar chairperson and volunteers

In our continuing series
reporting on how things get
done at Nordland and who does
them all, we focus on the altar
chairperson. Eleanor Nepsund
was asked by Judy Tollefson to
take over the job in 2009.
Coincidentally, Judy took over
the altar chairperson job from
Eleanor when she asked Judy to
take it when she needed to
resign some years ago.

The most obvious activi-

teered to prepare the communion
wine and bread. The altar chair
is responsible for training and
scheduling volunteers. What is
most helpful is if the volunteer
will take a month—or two
Sundays a month—to prepare
communion. There are clearly
written instructions posted on
one of the cupboard doors for
those of us with short memories.
The volunteers fill the commun-
ion cups and place them in the

ties we notice per-
formed by the altar

communion trays,
bread is cubed and

chair is the changing | |
of the altar cloths as
the church passes '
through its seasons. She is
responsible for making sure the
supplies of bread and wine are
always well stocked. Dave
Moline keeps the locked cup-
board well supplied with com-
munion wine. Eleanor bakes all
the unleavened bread and the
loaves of white bread. Nordland
secretary Vicky Pearson orders
the small plastic disposable cups
used.

There is lots of activity
behind the scenes as well, as all
of us know who have volun-

placed in baskets,

" | chalices are filled

' and all are placed
on the altar. After the service the
number of communicants are
recorded, and things are cleaned
up and placed back in the cup-
board.

The altar chair is also
responsible for ordering flowers/
plants for special holidays like
Christmas and Easter. She fills
the altar candles with special oil,
changes the wicks. She polishes
the communion trays once a
year.

She welcomes volunteers
and assures them the job is easy.
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